
2009 Alaska CongressionalPresentation before Committees on Community and 
Regional Affairs, Alaska State Legislature
March 17, 2009

2009 Alaska Congressional 
Delegation Grants Symposium
April 14, 2009

George Cannelos, Federal Co-Chair 
Denali Commission



Much of rural Alaska still resembles 
diti i th d l i ldconditions in the developing world.

We have significant challenges ahead



- Small staff; many partners
- Limited overhead costs

Sh d i i- Shared resources; common vision
- Everything open to the public
- Lots of oversightLots of oversight
- Decisions made in Alaska

Denali Commission Governing PrinciplesDenali Commission Governing Principles



$93M

$270M
$390M



(in millions)
Denali Commission Funding Sources FY99 - FY09*
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Department of the Interior Department of Labor USDA Solid Waste
Housing & Urban Development Environmental Protection Agency Health & Human Services
USDA Rural Utilities Service Trans-Alaska Pipeline Liability Fund Energy & Water Appropriation
Department of Transportation (FTA &FHWA) *Estimated Funding.



R l E F iliti PRural Energy Facilities Program
- Replacing Bulk Fuel Systems
- Upgrading Power PlantsUpgrading Power Plants
- Conservation / Efficiency
- Renewable energy

Capacity building- Capacity building
- Developing a sustainable economy



Sand Point Health Clinic

Health
Facilities

Sand Point Sub-regional
clinic – an example of 
multiple funders

Denali Commission $3,354,813

Facilities
Program

multiple funders.  

HUD Indian Community Development Block Grant 878,930 
DCCED/HUD Community Development Block Grant 500,000 
USDA Rural Development 500 000USDA Rural Development 500,000
Rasmuson Foundation 487,670
Public Health Services - Equipment Grant 427,926
City of Sand Point 247 715City of Sand Point 247,715
Aleutian East Borough 150,000
Shumagin Corporation - Land Donation 65,000
Al k M l H l h T A h i 50 000Alaska  Mental Health Trust Authority 50,000
Total $6,662,054



Transportation Program
Example: Mekoryukp y

Two for One - improved harbor dredge 
spoils used as fill material for new  bulk 
fuel facility instead of shipping rock longfuel facility instead of shipping rock long 
distance = less cost, quicker completion, 
combined logistics



Transportation Program

Examples of Denali Commission 
& DOT&PF approved projects

• Nunapitchuk Tramway Reconstruct
• Noatak to Red Dog Haul Road study
• Gustavus Transient Mooring Facility
• Healy DOT&PF Roads Dust Control• Healy DOT&PF Roads Dust Control
• Northway Access Road Reconstruct
• Tanacross Access Road Reconstruct
• St Mary’s - Pitkas Point Dust Control
• Angoon Shore Drive Reconstruct



Teacher Housing Program – over 200 units constructed



Denali Commission Training Program
Notable example – green jobs - training Alaskans as wind-diesel systems
- STG Construction working with Northern Power in Vermont
- Wind technicians trained from Gambell, Savoonga, Chevak & Hooper Bay



Government coordination Program = 
Requires listening, trust and respect



Opportunities for synergy; e g Hooper Bay:Opportunities for synergy; e.g. Hooper Bay: 
Combining energy, training & road funding







Rural Alaska is an American treasure.  The
f t i t ifuture is uncertain.  



It’s about
our 

children
andand

grandchildren
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